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Lafuente loss recounted
by Matthew Kaplan

The incumbent alderman-at-large who in the Nov. 6 
municipal election finished fourth in the race for four 
at-large seats survived the Dec. 1 recount the fifth 
place finisher requested.

Bruce M. Desmond officially defeated Tony La-
fuente, the owner of East Somerville’s Flagraphics and 
a 2003 candidate for mayor, after a recount Dec. 1 at 
City Hall, said Nicholas Salerno, the city’s election 

commission’s chairman, who made the announcement 
at 4:47 p.m. Salerno had been keeping track of the 
changing vote totals on a large white board placed at 
the side of the Aldermanic Chamber.

The recount results remain unofficial until re-

viewed and certified by the Secretary of Common-
wealth, he said.

“I’m happy to be around to do it for the next two 
years,” Desmond said after the announcement. 

“This is a testament to the professionalism of the 
city’s election workers,” he said. “This was a classy 
room: everyone behaved well and worked well to-
gether I couldn’t be more pleased with the quality of 
the results.”

Lafuente asked for a recount after finishing 38 
votes behind fourth place finisher Desmond in the 
Nov. 6 alderman-at-large election. 

Salerno said the recount resulted in no change the 
order of finish for the six candidates. I n addition to 
Desmond retaining his seat, he picked up 13 votes to 
increase his margin from 38 to 51 with a final total 
of 4,860. Lafuente also picked up votes, bringing his 

total vote from 4,796 to 4,809. 
“I want to thank the election department for all 

of the work that they have done – nothing but profes-
sionalism from the moment we impounded the ballots 
on election night to the finish of today’s process,” 
said Lafuente, who made remarks at the end of the 
recount.

Lafuente said he had been concerned about ballots 
from his supporters incorrectly marked, such as with 
circles around his name instead of filled in an arrow 
next to his name.

Lafuente’s attorney Haskell A. Kassler said some of 
the confusion over the circle ballots could be accred-
ited to a Lafuente campaign mailing showing a mock 
ballot with Lafuente’s name circled on it. 

There was one contested ballot in Ward 5 with 
a circle ballot of the recount and it was awarded to 
Lafuente.

Besides potential issues with circle votes, Lafuente 
said decided to ask for a recount because the margin, 
a figure he cited as a thousandth of a percentage point, 
between he and Desmond made it worthwhile to try. 

Incumbent Bruce M. Desmond said he was confident his 38-vote margin would 
survive the recount because the city’s voting machines rarely make mistakes.

Powerderhouse Photo by Mattew Kaplan

Desmond’s margin increased from 38 votes to 51 votes. All six candidates for 
alderman-at-large gained votes, Salerno said.

Powerderhouse Photo by Mattew Kaplan

Businessman Tony Lafuente said the vote was so close he owed it to his campaign 
workers, supporters to request a recount.

Powerderhouse Photo by Mattew Kaplan

Please turn to page 7 
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Think about it:
Right now competitors are 
working to take away your 
customers and margins.

Defend what is yours before 
your business success  
becomes business history.

Make a statement about your 
strength and your future with a mar-
keting investment in 

(617) 684-0351
thepowderhouse@yahoo.com

Please turn to page 7Powderhouse Photo by Erin K. Gray

Thinking outside the bottle
by Erin K. Gray

An organization, part of Corpo-
rate Accountability Internation-
al, hosted an event Nov. 28 at 
Tufts University in an effort to 
raise awareness about mislead-
ing advertising used by bottled 
water corporations.

“The Think Outside the 
Bottle Pledge asks: Who are 
we turning to for our drinking 
water?These bottled water cor-
porations are changing the way 
people think about water, and 
with the pledge we’re changing 
it back,” said Elizabeth Gary, 
a representative from CAI and 
the event’s main organizer. 

After a discussion, Think 
Outside the Bottle administered 
blind taste tests between bottled 
water and tap water to students.

“I found absolutely no dif-
ference in taste,” said Viraj 
Shrieastra, one of test partici-
pants.

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
anyone get them all right, but 
I’ve seen them get them all 
wrong,”said Matt Horder, the 
test administrator.

“We have received responses 
from several bottled water cor-
porations already, which means 
they are threatened by the 
movement because they know 
how important it is,” said Gary.

Gary said the need for col-
lege campus involvement is 
pivotal, as this demographic 
is one of the major targets of 
the bottled water industry.“The 
industry sees campuses as a 
frontline.” 

“In Boston, college cam-
puses are leading the backlash 
against bottled water,” said 
Lizzie DeWan, the student 
leader of the Environmental 

Consciousness Outreach at 
Tufts.

At Tufts, more than 15 stu-
dent groups and departments, 
including the Young Entrepre-
neurs and the Tufts Democrats, 
pledged to eliminate all spend-
ing on bottled water for any 
events they sponsor, DeWan 
said. Oxfam Café, a nonprofit 
on campus, has also taken 
bottled water off their menu.

DeWan said faculty mem-
bers are also becoming in-
volved. “Just a few faculty 
members can make a huge 
difference.” 

Faculty members at Tufts 
will no longer use bottled water 
at any meetings, and in addi-
tion, the Student Senate has 
encouraged the administration 
to reduce their use of bottled 
water at University events, 

she said. “After some faculty 
members became involved, the 
response was immediate.”

The city of Boston is also 
becoming more involved, said 
James W. Hunt, Boston’s chief 
of Environment and Energy 
Services. “Under the mayor’s 
direction, the city is embark-
ing on an effort to examine the 
feasibility of restoring public 
drinking water fountains in 
municipal buildings.” 

“It is exciting to see a new 
generation of students taking 
actions on their values,” said 
Neva Goodwin, a co-founder 
of the Global Development and 
Environment Institute, and one 
of the speakers at the event.

Goodwin said the bottled 
water industry effects several 
facets of society, including cli-
mate change, health, equity and 
corporate power.

“There is a disturbing 
amount of wasted energy in 
bottling water,” she said.

“Last year, at least four bil-
lion pounds of plastic bottles 
ended up in city waste streams. 
It can cost more than $70 mil-
lion in fees each year to dump 
and incinerate plastic bottles 
alone,” said Gary. 

“What’s more, making 
bottles to meet Americans’ 
demand for bottled water re-Members of Tufts University’s “Think Outside the Bottle”campaign asked students if they could taste the difference between bottled water and tap 

water in a blind taste test.
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Cibeline owner Cibeline Sariano was all smiles last year when as she clicked in a record number of 
customers during last December’s Midnight Madness. Cibleline is located at 255 Elm Street.

Powderhouse Photo by Neil W. McCabe

Molly Baskette is the senior min-
ister of the beloved community 
at First Church Somerville UCC. 
She eats, prays and loves this city 
with her two young children and 
her husband Peter. You can write 
her at fcs@firstchurchsomerville.
org. 

Dinner Daily
5:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT (on select evenings)

Visit Sagra
Monday, Friday & Saturday nights for 
$2 Bud Lite (draft) and $3 Budweiser (bottle)!

Coming Soon...
WEEKEND BRUNCH!
See our web site for details.

Dinner Daily
5:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT (on select evenings)

Visit Sagra
Monday, Friday & Saturday nights for 
$2 Bud Lite (draft) and $3 Budweiser (bottle)!

Coming Soon...
WEEKEND BRUNCH!
See our web site for details.

Join Us Dopo Il Lavoro (after work)
Weekdays 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

for specially priced appetizers.

Lunch Daily starts at 11:30 a.m.
Join us for our new Sunday Brunch 
 from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Check out the Web site for details!

Please turn to page 7 
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Somerville, you are showing amazing 
restraint this year. Most of you have not 
yet put up your obscene, spectacular 
Christmas bling: enough icicles to re-
verse the effects of global warming, day-
glo Santas, emaciated reindeer fashioned 
entirely from twinkle lights, air-blown 
snowmen imprisoned in snow globes.

Is it that the leaves are still providing 
us with decoration, thanks to an unusu-
ally mild fall? I didn’t realize how much 
I missed all the gaud until it wasn’t there 
on Nov. 1. 

It wasn’t always this way. I used to be 
a pillar of Advent Orthodoxy: Advent 
constitutes the four weeks leading up to 
the feast of Christmas. 

It is a time of preparation, of re-
straint, of not-yets. We’re not yet telling 
the nativity story. We’re not yet singing 
Christmas carols. 

Some churchy types throughout time 
have even called Advent “a Little Lent,” a 
time set aside for quiet meditation, fast-

Illumination
ing and prayer. 

And so I would grinch to my music 
directors: no carols before Christmas! 
Let Advent be Advent! We sing Advent 
carols until Dec. 24!

Trouble is, there are only so many 
lovable Advent carols. Like, umm…I 
know there’s one around here some-
where...

The problem with Advent Orthodoxy 
is, we’ve been hearing “Joy to the World” 
in CVS since just after Halloween, and 
we’re all worn out with it when permis-
sion is finally granted to sing it in an 
actual church sanctuary on Christmas 
Eve. 

When consumer culture co-opts 
Christmas so early in the season, there’s 
nowhere for actual religious observers to 
go by late December.

I used to get mad that secular culture 
has gutted Christmas of its real power, 
by domesticating it and turning it into 
a veneration of excess tied up in curly 

ribbon. As one holiday season rolled 
around a couple years ago, a close Jew-
ish friend and I got sore about how the 
dominant culture wreaks havoc with 
our kids’ understanding of their reli-
gious heritage. 

She was mad, she said, that Chris-
tianity had so stolen the show that her 
kids wanted to trade in Hanukkah for a 
Christmas tree and a visit from Santa. 

I said, “That’s not Christianity. 
Christianity is the birth of a peasant 
child in a remote corner of the Middle 
East, a child who will become a bea-
con of hope for the oppressed and the 
depressed. It’s about paradox, reversal of 
fortune, and incarnation of the divine. 

It’s about God getting as close as pos-
sible to us. Santa and Best Buy stole this 
holiday from my kid, too.” 

We’ve been working hard in my 
family to get the focus off of stuff and 
onto the heart of the nativity story, with 
mixed results. My five-year-old son still 

spends much more time wondering 
about the physics of Santa’s trip around 
the world than the biology of God’s 
entering human history in the body of a 
infant. 

So while my religious tradition 
generally eschews easy-answer theology, 
preferring the open-ended “let your con-
science and experience be your guide.” 

I’ve developed a catechism we prac-
tice daily. I want to make sure there are 
some basics he gets. 

It goes something like this, on the 
drive home from school: 

Midnight Madness strikes Davis Square
by Matthew Kaplan 

Eight Davis Square retailers 
will stay open all night Dec. 6 
until midnight for the group’s 
fourth Midnight Madness. 

To entice customers, 
participating stores will offer 
discounts, with some stores 
offering progressive discounts 
that become larger later at 
night, said Davis-Squared 
owner Melisa I. Christie.

Christie said her store will 
have a progressive discount on 
everything in the store, with 
a maximum of 20 percent off 
starting at 11 p.m. 

Cibeline owner Cibeline 
Sariano said her business will 
also have a progressive dis-
count. In addition, customers 
will have a chance to earn an 
extra discount. 

Shoppers at Cibeline will 
pick pieces of paper from a hol-
low snowball kept in a basket 
at the store, she said. The paper 

will tell the shopper their prize, 
which could be an extra dis-
count or a pair of earrings. 

Restaurants are joining the 
stores with specials and some 
of the stores will also have free 
food, Christie said. Davis-
Squared will provide food 
prepared by Gargoyles on the 
Square.

A mostly retail event, this 
Midnight Madness will feature 
two food stores, Dave’s Fresh 
Pasta and Kickass Cupcakes. 
Neither store has directly par-
ticipated in Midnight Madness 
before. 

Midnight Madness creates a 
unique hurdle for Dave’s Fresh 
Pasta, as the store has to stop 
selling wine by 11 p.m. because 
of state law, Dave’s manager 
Christina O. Theophanis said. 

To help the customers take 
advantage of special discounts, 
shoppers can order wine at a 
discounted price after 11 o’clock 
and then pick up the wine later, 

she said.
Kickass Cupcakes will give 

away free shooters, or shots of 
specialty drinks, said its owner 
Sara Ross said. 

Dave’s Fresh Pasta will have 
free samples of wine, locally 
made mozzarella cheese and 
chocolate, Theophanis said. 

Discounts and free food 
feed the party-like atmosphere 
in the community that draws 
people to the event, said Chi-
nook owner Lynn C. Graham.

Chinook will also debut a 
new line of Nixon watches for 
the store, she said. “They are 
guy candy.”

“People are in a good mood, 
and it’s festive,” Meredith L. 
Byam, owner of Poor Little 

Rich Girl, said. “It’s a novelty.”
Graham and Christie said 

they will be playing especially 

festive music in their stores.
Graham said she would not 
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Call Shamrock20- International
 for more details on any of these properties.  

Where is your dream estate?

The Powderhouse is published on 
the first and third Wednesday of the 
month and distributed throughout 
West Somerville and mailed to every 
business address in Zip Code 02144.

Amethyst Center
259 Elm Street, Suite 300
Somerville, MA 02144

. .
www.qipathways.com

Acupuncture &
Chinese Herbal

Medicine

Patricia Adelsberger, Lic. Ac., MAOM

Gary Kearney MD
Paul Rood AvTech

319 Longwood Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115-5710 
www.longwoodurology.com

Hours by Appointment 
Phone (617) 277 0100 

Fax (617) 232 7571

FLIGHT PHYSICALS

www de. w ra senojd moc.
rebmeM CPIS

WILSON JARAMILLO
C U S T O M  F I N I S H  C A R P E N T R Y

 • Floors • Doors
 • Closets/Storage • Trims

• Custom Cabinets

617.872.6368

Want ink?
Anyone interested in writ-

ing for The Powderhouse 
is invited to our contributors 
meetings held Thursdays from 
8 a.m to 9 a.m. at Davis Square’s 
Mr. Crepe restaurant.

(617) 684-0351

thepowderhouse@yahoo.com

617-899-3157
Ted@Century21west.com
Tedwoodsellshomes.com

“Let me help you with
your real estate needs”.

Serving the Waltham
area with...

Professionalism,
Honesty and Integrity.

Ted WoodTed Wood
Real Estate Agent

To advertise

Call (617) 684-0351
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of Rock Holdings Inc.  “Quicken Loans” is a registered service mark of Intuit Inc., used under license.

CALL 

800-694-1022

WHEN YOUR MORTGAGE 
PAYMENT DOUBLES,IT’S 

ALREADY TOO LATE.
If you have an “Option ARM” loan, your

mortgage payment could double overnight.

SWITCH TO                                 TODAY.sm

The
Broken
Yolk

At
Powderhouse

Circle
136 College Avenue

Somerville, MA 02144
617-628-6621

“Bring the Kids!”

“The cheapest Breakfast around!”

Beloved: Warmth Under the Stars

PFactory, Inc. & Beloved Quilts Project Invite You to:

7:00 – 9:30 PM, Sunday, December 9, 2007

A “Creative Black Tie” Gala to
celebrate the unveiling of the 
quilts & silent auction* 

Fundraiser to benefit the 
Somerville Homeless Coalition 
& The Beloved Quilts Project

Hosted by: Vineyard Christian Fellowship of Greater Boston

170 Rindge Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02140

Directions: www.bostonvineyard.org/contactdirections/cambridge

RSVP for babysitting provided on site:

www.belovedquilts.org • 781-526-7004 • pascha@pfactory.org

Light Refreshments, Entertainment, & Presentations

Suggested Donation at the Door: $10-100

*Be armed with your checkbook! 

The Beloved Quilts Project is supported in part by a grant from the 
Somerville Arts Council, a local agency supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council.

Thank Spahn & Sain? 

Pedestrians pass Davis Square’s Unity Church of God Nov. 15 through the heavy rains of mid-November. 

Powderhouse Photo by Neil W. McCabe 
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ANIMALS

STRAIN FAMILYHORSE FARM.50

horsesandponies to sell. We buy

horses, take trade-ins,2-week

exchange guarantee.Supplying

horses to the East Coast. HTwww.strain

familyTHhorsefarm.com, 860-653-3275.

ANTIQUES WANTED

SINGLE ITEMS/ COMPLETE

ESTATES, Artworks, Furniture,

Ceramics, Musical Instruments,

Orientalia, Silver, Advertising,Native

American, Folk Art, Sculptures,

Jewelry, Maritime, Rugs, Gold. Top $$

Paid. 888-260-8050 or 207-549-4652.

AUTOS

AUTO/TRUCK PARTS&

ACCESSORIES: WANTED: Alfa

Romeo6C2500 inline six2500cc

engineand tranny. Cash paidquickly.

540-219-6318.

$500 POLICE IMPOUNDS, Cars

from$500! TaxRepos, US Marshall

andIRS Sales! Cars,Trucks, SUVs,

Toyotas, Hondas, Chevys...For listings

Call 1-800-425-1730, ext. C105.

DONATE YOURCAR, BOAT OR RV

- HELPCHILDREN FIGHTING

DIABETES. Taxdeductible, fast, free

towing, need not run. Please call

Juvenile Diabetes Research

Foundation #1-800-578-0408!

Donate A Car Today To Help Children

And Their Families Suffering From

Cancer. Free Towing. TaxDeductible.

Children’s CancerFund of America,

Inc. www.ccfoa.org1-800-469-8593

TBUSINESST TOPPORTUNITYT

CREATE SUCCESSNOW! Potential

to earn executive level incomewithout

the stress. Simple, proven system.

Serious and drivencall for an interview.

800-775-0732, HTwww.AwakeningTH

Dream scapes.com.

AWESOME INCOME RIGHT

AWAY. We doall the closing. Easy

setup. Turnkey system.Anyone can

do it. Par or Full Time. 1-800-205-

0401.

"CAN YOU DIG IT?"Heavy

Equipment School. 3-week training

program. Backhoes, Bulldozers,

Trackhoes.Local job placement. Start

digging dirt now. Call 866-362-6497 or

888-707-6886.

ALLCASH VENDING! Incredible

Income Opportunity!Candy, Gumball,

Snack,Soda. Minimum $4K

investment required. Excellentquality

machines.We cansave you $$$$.

TollFree 800-961-6149 (24/7)

FREE CASH

GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $700–

$800,000++ **2007!** NEVER

REPAY! Personal/Medical Bills,

School, Business, Housing. $49 Billion

Unclaimed 2006!Live Operators!

CALL NOW!1-800-592-0366 Ext.218

MAKE MONEY SellingTravel!Easy

Work from Home! Complete Training

andWebsite! Exciting Commission

Checks!Awesome Travel Bonuses!

FREE Info!!Call Now!1-800-919-2339

Global Travel International

EMPLOYMENT

ASSEMBLEMAGNETS & CRAFTS

FROM HOME! Year-roundwork!

ExcellentPay! No Experience!Top US

Company! Glue Gun,Painting,

Jewelry & More! Toll Free1-866-398-

1113, Code 10.

EARNUP TO $500weekly

assembling our angel pins in the

comfort of your own home. No 

experience required. Call1-413-303-

0474 orvisitwww.angelpin.net.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING: Avg.

Pay $20/hr or $57KAnnually including

Federal benefits andOT.Paid

Training, Vacations. PT/FT 1-800-584-

1775 Ext.7901, USWA..

EARNUP TO $550 WEEKLY helping

the government PT. No experience

needed. Call today!! 1-800-488-2921.

Ask forDepartment Z. 

LIVE-WORK PARTY PLAY.50

states, LA, NY, Miami.National

companynowhiring 18-23 sharp guys 

& gals towork & travel all major

shopping meccas& major cities.2wk.

paid training, transportation /lodging

furnished, returns guaranteed. Call toll

free1-877-749-3794 ask forHeather,

HTwww.travelworkTH play.com.

HELPWANTED: Earn extra income

assembling CD cases fromhome. No 

experience necessary. HTwww.easy

work-greatTHpay.com , 1-800-811-0347

Ext. 80 . 

FULLER BRUSHDISTRIBUTORS:

Homebased,work own hours.No

investment. Limited time.1-800-477-

3855, then1-800-683-2002 toorder

HTwww.fullerdirect.comTH , log in

$6900022.

WANTED: 29 SERIOUSPeople to

work from home usinga computer. Up 

to $1500-$5000PT/FT. HTwww.ptiTH

concepts.com.

DATA ENTRY! Work from Anywhere.

Flexible Hours,PC Required. Excellent

Career Opportunity.Serious Inquiries

1-800-344-9636, ext. 56

Movie Extras/Models Peopleneeded

towork in Television and film

production. Experience not required.

Attend castingcalls immediatelyCall

888-706-7374

BE YOUR OWNBOSS—Earn

significant incomeselling the American

Dream. Provenprogram includes

leadsand outstanding company

support. Call 1-877-673-4442 or visit

www.AmericanHomePartners.com

FREE CASH

GRANTS/PROGRAMS! $700–

$800,000++ **2007!** NEVER

REPAY! Personal/Medical Bills,

School, Business, Housing. $49 Billion

Unclaimed 2006!Live Operators!

CALL NOW!1-800-592-0366 Ext.216

MOVIEEXTRAS Make upto

$250/day All looks andages1-800-

714-7501

**$700–$800,000++ **2007! FREE

CASH GRANTS/PROGRAMS-,

NEVER REPAY! Personal/Medical

Bills,School, New Housing,Business.

AS SEEN ON T.V. Live Operators!

Call Now!1-800-592-0366 Ext. 217 

DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS

NEEDED! Earn $3,500–$5,000

Weekly Working fromHome!

Guaranteed Paychecks! No

Experience Necessary!Positions

Available Today!Register Online Now!

www.greatpaywork.com

SECRET SHOPPERS NEEDED

IMMEDIATELY For StoreEvaluations.

LocalStores, Restaurants, & Theaters.

Training Provided, Flexible Hours.Up

to $50 per assignment!! 1-800-585-

9024 ext. 6262

HELPWANTED Earn Extra Income

assembling CD cases fromHome

Workingwith Top US companiesStart

Immediately Noexperience

necessary. 1-800-405-7619 Ext104

HTwww.easywork-greatTH pay.com

EVENTS

VICTORIAN HOME TOUR: Saturday,

& Sunday, June 2 & 3. Willimantic,

Connecticut. 10 sites openfor tours.

Gardens. Horse-drawnwagon rides.

3-Bridge, Windham Millsand

Willimantic CemeteryTours. Victorian

Tea. 860-456-4476 for informationor

brochure.

FINANCIAL

REVERSE MORTGAGES!SENIOR

HOMEOWNERS! No payments until

you permanently leave your residence.

Government insured, noqualifying.

Call Frank Costa1-800-974-4846x

229. ContinentalFunding, Stoughton,

MA.www.cfc-reverse mortgage.com.

$$CASH$$ ImmediateCash for

Structured Settlements, Annuities,

Lawsuits, Inheritances, Mortgage

News& Cash Flow. J.G. Wentworth

#1. 1-800-794-7310.

Owe the IRSor State??? Haven’t filed

tax returns??? Get Instant Relief.Call

Mike 1-800-487-1992 HTwww.safeTH

taxhelp.com. Hablamos español

FAST CASH! Up to$1500 with no

faxing andnocredit bureau check.

Good,bad andugly credit OK.Apply

online for instant approval.

WeLendCash.com

STOP FORECLOSUREguaranteed.

This is notbankruptcy. Wedo notbuy

houses.1-800-771-4453 ext. 6264.

www.house911.com.

All your Cashnow. Stopwaiting for

payment from notes, lawsuit

settlements,prize winnings. Call

Prosperity Partners for your Financial

options. 800-373-1353

HTwww.prosperityTHpartners.com

$$CASH$$ ImmediateCash for

Structured Settlements, Annuities,

Lawsuits, Inheritances, Mortgage

Notes & Cash Flows.

J.G.Wentworth#1 1-(800)794-7310

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUITCASH

NOW!!! As seen onTV. Injury Lawsuit

Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++

within 48/hrs? Low rates.APPLY

NOWBY PHONE! 1-866-386-3692

HTwww.injuryTH advances.com

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

T-SHIRTS Custom Printed.$4.50

heavyweight. "Fruit of theLoom",Hats,

$2.75, Mugs& more. Free Catalog. 1-

800-242-2374. BergEnterprises. 40.

GIGANTIC MIRRORS Jobsite

leftovers. 48’’x 100’’x1/4’’ (15),

$115/each. 72’’x100’’x1/4’’, (11),

$165/each. 72’’x50’’x1/4’’w/1’’ Bevel,

$115/each. 84’’x60’’w/1’’ Bevel,

$135/each FreeDelivery mostareas.

A & J Wholesale,800-473-0619

MISCELLANEOUS

Beginnerballa PATENTED batting

trainer for beginners inbaseballand

softball.Use indoors/outdoors. T-ball

without the Tee. NO BALL TO 

CHASE. Orderyours HTwww.beginnerTH

ball.com.

DIRECTV Satellite Television, FREE

Equipment, FREE 4-room Installation,

FREEHD or DVR ReceiverUpgrade

w/rebate. Packages from$29.99/mo.

Call 800-380-8939.

SWIMMING POOLS—Warehouse

Sale!Factory leftoverson all above-

groundpools.Many to choose from–all

pools mustgo! i.c.–19' x 31' ovalpool

w/deck, fence& filteronly $1180!

Installationextra–will finance. CALL

NOWfor free backyard survey, 1-800-

752-9000, HTwww.AmbassadorTH

Pools.com.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

CLARINET, FLUTE, VIOLIN 

TRUMPET, Trombone, Amplifier,

Fender Guitar, $69.each.Cello,

Upright Bass, Saxophone, French

Horn, Drums $185. each.Tuba,

BaritoneHorn, Hammond Organ,

Others 4sale. 1-516-377-7907.

Affordable Health BenefitsUnder

$166.00 monthly for the Entire Family.

Hospitalization, Prescriptions, Dental,

Vision, Doctors, Chiropractic, & More.

Everyone’s Accepted!Call 800-930-

1796 Sales ProsWanted

DIRECTV FREE4 RoomSystem!

PersonalChecks Accepted! 250+

Channels! Starts $29.99/month!FREE

HBO/Cinemax/Showtime! FREE

DVR/HDReceiver! We’re Local

Installers! Call1-800-620-0058

HEALTHCAREfor $59.93/mo!!! NEW

LOW PRICE! Entire immediate

Family! Prescriptions, Dental,Vision,

Hospitalization, more! Call Today!800-

531-2630

Absolutely at NO cost toyou if eligible!!

NEW FEATHERWEIGHT

MOTORIZED WHEELCHAIRS.

Medicare and Private insurance

accepted.ENK Mobile Medical.1-800-

693-8896

Reach over 30million homeswith one

buy.Advertise in NANI for one low

price! 877-203-2327.

**OLDGUITARS WANTED! ** 

Fender,Gibson, Gretsch, Martin,

D’Angelico, Stromberg,Rickenbacker,

and Mosrite.Gibson

Mandolins/Banjos. 1930’s thru1970’s.

TOP CASH PAID! These brandsonly

please. 1-800-401-0440

DIRECTV Satellite Television, FREE

Equipment, FREE 4Room Installation,

FREEHD or DVR ReceiverUpgrade

w/Rebate. Packagesfrom $29.99/mo.

Call 1-800-380-8939.

REAL ESTATE

STOP RENTING—Gov't& Bank

Foreclosures! $0 to low down! No

Credit OK! Callnow!800-291-5774.

ARIZONA LAND LIQUIDATION!

Near Tucson, Football Field sized lots.

$0 Down/$0 Interest,$159/Month

($18,995 total). FREE

INFORMATION. MoneyBack

Guarantee! Toll free 1-800-682-6103

Op#10.

MOVING TO FLORIDA!!FREE!!

Search over 1300homes in Miami, Ft. 

Lauderdale and PalmBeach,plus

hundreds of CommercialProperties.

Go To: HTwww.miamicommercialTH

realestate.com.

CUSTOM COLONIAL,

SOUTHINGTON, CT: An 

ABSOLUTE MUST SEE. Owner

selling. RELOCATING? Fully

furnished. Immaculate!!  $489,000

Motivated!! Will negotiate.No

commission. 860-621-7533INFO.

772-460-7789.

LOTS & ACREAGE: MAINE

WATERFRONT BARGAIN:272'

WF–ONLY $69,900.Spectacular 2.6

acrewooded lotwithover 272 feetof

crystal, clear river frontage inaprime

Maine location.Justover an hr. 

Portland. Greatowner financing.

Surveyed, soil tested& power. L & S

Realty. 207-781-3343.

SELLYOUR TIMESHARE. Buy,Sell

or RentToday.Call now andsave. 1-

800-581-7330. HTwww.timeshareTH

adventures.com.

BANK FORECLOSURES!Homes

from $10,000! 1–3bedroom available!

HUD,Repos,REO, etc. These homes

mustsell! For listings call 1-800-298-

1791, ext. H105

HOMES FOR RENT: BANK REPOS.

5 bed, only$377/month!2 bed,only

$236/month! More Homes Available.

Grants for qualified buyers. 5% down,

20 years @ 8%!For Listings, 800-559-

4145 xS815.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT: HUD

HOMES.5 bed, only $377/month! 3 

bed, only $208/month! More 1–4

bedroomsfrom $199/Mo!  5% down,

20 years @ 8%!For Listings, 800-559-

4145 xT163..

HOMESFOR SALE: BANK REPO!4

Bed only $19,009!More 1–4 bedroom

homesfrom $10K!! GrantsFor

QualifiedBuyers! For Listings Call,

800-559-4145 xS814.

HOMESFOR SALE: 4 Bed

FORECLOSURE!  only $19,009!

Great Deal! MustSell! ForListingsCall,

800-559-4145 xT162..

Florida Land Lots startingat $8,900. & 

up.  Build noworhold for retirement.

$1,000.down $190. monthly.Call for

free info 1-877-983-6600 or 

www.FloridaLotsUSA.com.

NO SMOKE “ALL” RENTERS

WANTED! (ALLCREDIT

ACCEPTED) 1-866-239-7641

TENANT CREDIT BUILDER

PROGRAM TM. 

WWW.IRENTOROWN.COM

Timeshare Resales The cheapestway

to Buy,Sell andRent Timeshares.No

Commissions or BrokerFees.Call 1-

800-640-6886 or go to HTwww.buyatimeTH

share.com

RedWeek.com #1Timeshare

Marketplace—Resales, rentals,

exchange, resort reviewsat5000+

resorts.Before you buy, rent, sell or 

exchange, visit RedWeek.comfor

value & comparison.

BUY **TIMESHARE RESALES **

SAVE 60-80% OFF RETAIL!!BEST

RESORTS & SEASONS. Call for

FREE TIMESHARE MAGAZINE!1-

800-639-5319, HTwww.holidayTH

group.com/flier

VACATION RENTAL

OLDORCHARD BEACH, 2 

bedroom,2baths, sleeps 6. Walk to

beach. Nosmoking,No pets. $1400

perweek. Call 508-347-9804formore

info.

SIZZLING SUMMER SPECIALSat

Florida’s bestbeach–New Smyrna

Beach. Stayaweek. Plan a family

reunion. www.NSBFLA.com/specials

Or1-800-541-9621, ext. 100.

WANTED TO BUY 

BOWFLEX GYM, BOWFLEX

TREADCLIMBER, OR PRECOR

ELLIPTICAL wanted. I'll pick upand

pay cash. Only interested in these

specific brands. Pleasecall 413-427-

2415.

U.S. PAPERMONEY, OLDCOINS.

Singlenotes, coins, accumulations,

entire collections. Littleton Coin

Company inbusiness 60+ years–

since 1945. 1-877-857-7850,visit

Littleton Coin.com/SellYourPaper

Money. Mention codeB8K505.

TPromoteyour product,service or 

business to 1.9 MILLION

HOUSEHOLDS throughout New

England . Reach4 million potential

readers quickly and inexpensivelywith

great results. Use the BuyNew

England Classified AdNetworkby

calling thispaper at T(617) 354-3307Tor

877-423-6399.Do theywork? You are

readingone of ourads now!! Visit our

website to seewhereyourads run

fcpne.comT
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My son: Look, Mom, there’s 
another Santa! One with lights 
and sparkles on it!

Me: You mean Saint Nicholas.
My son: You can call him 

Saint Nicholas. I’m going to call 
him Santa. 

Me: Fair enough. But just 
making sure you remember: who 
does Saint Nicholas work for? 

My son: God.
Me: And what did Saint Nick 

do originally?
My son: He started out giv-

ing money to the poor. Then he 

found out how much kids 
wanted Power Rangers™, and 
he got into that line of work. 

Me: And what does Saint 
Nick have to do with Jesus?

My son: He’s handing out 
presents for Jesus’ birthday, 
because Jesus lives in each of 
us. 

I realize how much I’ve 
had to compromise. The 
reason I let Santa stand is 
because kids need magic in 
their lives, especially with 
winter so cold and dreary. 
Those pagans knew what they 
were about with their festivals 
of light dotting the calendar 
from Solstice to Beltane. I 

want my children to experience 
the wonder and almost unbear-
able excitement that comes as 
Christmas approaches. Even if 
the story gets a little garbled. It’s 
not culture’s job to make sure Je-
sus stays at the center, it’s mine.

In the process of compro-
mising with my children, I’ve 
been coming around myself. The 
sharp edges of my orthodoxy 
have softened (along with a few 
other things, sigh) as I’ve entered 
early middle age. 

We’ve started singing Christ-
mas carols on Dec. 1. 

Maybe I should worry less 
that secular celebration is pollut-
ing the purity of the Christmas 

story, and celebrate more how 
it is extending the message. 
It’s a symbiotic relationship. 
Like pollen on the legs of the 
bees, carried from flower to 
flower. Like the clownfish and 
the anemone, providing shelter 
and food for one another.

The fact that so many 
people, who will never darken 
the doors of a church, know 
by heart the words “Glories 
stream from heaven afar; 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,” 
is evidence that some of it is 
getting through.

At the end of the day, 
it’s not the glitz that people, 
churched and unchurched, 

love about Christmas. It’s not 
the nineteenth encounter with 
a cheese plate, nor the piles of 
loot beside them by 7:10 am on 
Christmas morning. I think 
what all of us love about this 
time of year is the permission 
to be kind. And the expecta-
tion that we will spend a good 
deal of our time and energy 
doing for others, thinking 
about what they want, trying 
to please. Softening. Shining. 
Practicing at being something 
like divine intervention.

The Santa I think I saw on 
bended knee before the manger 
on last year’s Illuminations 
tour sums it up. Brilliant.

Bottle
Continued from Page 2
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“When you’re this close, you owe it 
to everybody in the race, and everyone 
in the city, to go through this process 
– with all of its transparency and profes-
sionalism. I’m very proud of the work we 
put into this,” he said.

Out of 10,430 votes cast, recount 
observers only challenged three ballots. 
Election judges disqualified a ballot 
in Ward 2 after they found out a voter 
never showed proof of residence. The 
next two occurred in Ward 5. One ballot 
had the correct marking connecting the 
arrow, but the ballot also had an “X” 
in the same location. Recount officials 
awarded that ballot to Lafuente. 

Kassler, Lafuente’s attorney, said the 
law allows any marking indicating voter 
intent to be counted. 

Also in Ward 5, one voter had 
correctly filled out the ballot for the 
mayoral race but only circled Lafuente’s 
name. Again, recount officials awarded 
the ballot to Lafuente. 

“It has to be something significant,” 
Kassler said. “It’s a classic example of 
what the law allows. We all know it’s a 
good ballot.” 

Most of the changed votes resulted 
from hand inspection of ballots previ-
ously machine counted as “write-in” or 
“blank. Only three ballots out of 10,430 
cast were disputed by representatives 
of the Lafuente or Desmond campaign, 
Salerno said.

Desmond said before the recount 
he thought the 38-vote margin would 
stand. 

“The type of machine we have in 
place doesn’t make many mistakes,” he 
said. “For 38, it’s a stretch.”

Lafuente said the changes in the elec-

tion results due to the recount showed 
some flaws in the current system. “This 
just proves that there are errors in the 
process.”

Along with revealing errors, the 
recount process added transparency and 
accuracy to the election, he said. 

The last recount in an alderman at 
large election occurred in 1999, when 
two votes separated Desmond and 
William A. White Jr. after the general 
election. 

All six at-large candidates increased 
their totals in the recount, Salerno said. 
Incumbent John M. “Jack” Connolly 
increasing from 5,454 to 5,472; incum-
bent Dennis M. Sullivan from 5,136 to 
5,165; incumbent White from 5,375 to 
5,396 and challenger Fred Berman from 
3,908 to 3,921.

 Any candidate can request a recount 
to verify election results, said Thomas P. 
Champion, the mayor’s communications 
director. 

For the recount, both candidates had 
to hire attorneys. The city had to pay 
extra for the election officials, police 
officers and DPW employees to work at 
the recount, along with paying food ex-
penses, he said. The recount is expected 
to cost about $20,000. 

In addition to the city employees 
paid to be at the recount, some city of-
ficials came to informally observe the 
recount, including Connolly and the 
Mayor Joseph A. Curtatone. Sullivan 
came as an official recount observer on 
Desmond’s behalf. 

Lafuente said he has no animosity 
and thought the recount was flawless 
and that he plans to run for an at-large 
seat again in 2009. 

Kassler said the recount results will 
not be challenged in court. “There is the 
end of a ballgame.” 

The chairman of the city’s election commission, Nicholas Salerno, kept a running tally of the recount throughout the Dec. 1 
afternoon. Salerno announced the results at 4:47 p.m. in City Hall’s Aldermanic Chamber, where the recount was held.

Powderhouse Photo by Matthew Kaplan

quired the equivalent of more than 17 million barrels 
of oil and generated more than 2.5 million tons of 
carbon dioxide emissions last year alone,” she said.

Goodwin said the usage of bottled water is divid-
ing an already divided society. There are poor people 
who have poor access to water, and when the rich are 
the only ones who can afford it, they care less and less 
about paying taxes to help provide for others who can 
not afford it. “Americans spent $15 million on bottled 
water last year.”

Raising awareness about the cleanliness of public 
drinking water is a challenge, said Jeanne E. Richard-
son, the manager of communications at the Boston 

Water and Sewer Commission. “I think grassroots ef-
forts and campaigns like this that speak to the people 
are the most powerful means to spread information in 
this matter.

The water provided to all of the Boston area comes 
from Quabbin Reservoir, which is large and pristine, 
she said.

The commission spends $2 million to keep the 
system regulated and up to date, she said. “The quality 
of water is really good.” 

“Sometimes people don’t realize that everyone in 
Boston gets the same water, whether your from Bea-
con Hill or Dorchester,” said Joshua K. Das, project 
manager of the MWRA. 

“I live in Jamaica Plain, and I see people buying 
bottled water with food stamps,” he said. “The cost 

of a gallon of tap water is approximately a penny,” he 
said.

Another issue that arises are cultural barriers with 
individuals from other countries who can not drink 
the tap water in their countries and assume the same 
is true here, he said.

“Bottled water brands undermine confidence in 
our public water systems,” said Becky Smith from 
Clean Water Action. “It’s time people make a stand for 
the tap, which means backing state and local regula-
tions and water rates that protect the safety of our 
water.”

Forty percent of bottled water comes from munici-
pal sources, and as consumers we would have more 
control if the companies we receive our water from 
were not privatized, she said.

be surprised if this December’s 
event drew 1,000 people to the 
square. “It’s a party that we’re all 
involved in.” 

Multiple participating busi-
nesses expect large crowds this 
time, Byam said. There should be 

roughly 500 to 600 shoppers 
coming through the different 
stores and restaurants.

“It was mayhem,” Black 
& Blues co-owner Melyssa B. 
Byrd said of the last Midnight 
Madness. “We really were 
running around like nuts.”

To accommodate the 
expected large crowds, some 

stores will have extra employees. 
Byrd said the store will have two 
extra employees that night. 

Sariano said she might 
recruit her husband to help at 
Cibeline that night. 

Some store owners hoped the 
special event, combined with the 
holiday season, would help drive 
sales for the participating locally 

owned small businesses. 
“We’re just hoping to get 

the shoppers out,” Sariano 
said. 

On Dec. 6, Chinook will 
start selling Nixon watches, an 
exclusive watch line Graham 
said was “guy candy.”

Graham, a DARBI board 
member and head of DARBI’s 

marketing team, coordinated 
the event. For the event, she 
said she began talking to other 
local business owners in Sep-
tember. She also coordinated 
with the Somerville Police to 
have a presence in the square, 
so the store’s owners and 
workers will have a safe escort 
home after they are done. 

Madness
Continued from Page 3
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Our readers are your targets.
Reach your West Somerville 
neighbors, who can walk to your 
location and are looking for local 
businesses to support.

To Advertise Call:

(617) 684-0351

Take Vonage
for a Test Talk!

NEW
!

No Credit Card

Required!

FREE MONTH OFFER ON $24.99 UNLIMITED RESIDENTIAL PLAN ONLY.  PLAN FEE WAIVED BUT ALL OTHER CHARGES APPLY. NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY.
v Free Calls to Europe Offer (Available Only with Unlimited Residential Plan) Does  Not Apply To Certain Call Types, Such As Calls to Cell Phones,
and is Limited to Italy, France, Spain, UK and Ireland. Other International Rates May Vary. See http://vonage.com/intrates for Details. Vonage 911 
service operates differently than traditional 911. See www.vonage.com/911 for details. High-Speed Internet or Broadband Required. Alarms and 
other systems may not be compatible. † Rates exclude: broadband service, regulatory and activation fees and certain other charges, equipment,
taxes, & shipping. International calls billed per minute. Offer valid in the US only. See Terms of Service. ‡ $300 savings claim based on 3/07 survey
of competing land line service providers. For details, visit www.vonage.com/compare1. > Recovery fee equal to the retail value of the router 
(phone adapter) applies if customer terminates after return period and prior to 1 year. < 30-day money back guarantee is refunded for any paid 
activation fee, 1st month service charge, initial shipping charges and termination fee. Applicable only to first ordered line per account. Available
only in the event of timely cancellation for subscribers who have not exceeded 500 minutes of usage and who obtain a valid return authorization
number from 1-VONAGE-HELP, and return of equipment in original condition and packaging within 14 days of cancellation. Refund will not 
include charges for taxes, international usage, payphone calls to Vonage toll free numbers and directory assistance. Offer revocable. ^ Where
available. The number transfer process takes approximately 10 business days from the time you confirm your transfer request. ©2007 Vonage.

1-800-478-0821Call:

• Get UNLIMITED Local and Long Distance 
Calling for $2499 per month†.

• Voicemail, Caller ID, Call Waiting all included 
– 25 premium features in all!

• FREE Calls to Europe!v
–Italy, France, Spain, UK & Ireland

      see details below for calling conditions

• Keep Your Phone Number .̂ Use Your Existing
Home Phone.

• Get Clear Digital Sound Quality Using
Your High-Speed Internet Connection.

• 30 Days RISK-FREE!<

FREE
Phone

Adapter!>

Try Us for
1 Month

FREE!
see details below

Save
$300

a year on your
phone bill!‡

up
to

It’s Easy to Save with Vonage:


